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Homily


Having just fed the hungry multitude in the wilderness, 
and walked on the stormy sea towards the disciples 
who were about to perish in the waves, Jesus is hoping 
to escape the crowds, but they find him; in 
Capernaum.  Recognizing that it was a bit of a mystery 
how he got to the other side of the sea so efficiently, 
the crowds ask, “How did you get here?”  But he 
doesn’t answer the question and instead invites them 
to work for an imperishable food which which he will 
provide.


And they ask Jesus for a sign, much like what their 
ancestors received - manna in the wilderness.  It’s a 
perfect narrative set up by John to have Jesus say that 
it is his Father who will give them the bread which will 
come down from heaven, and that bread will be life for 
the world. 


Well that all sounds pretty good, so the crowd makes a 
beautiful request,”Sir, give us this bread always.” And 
Jesus utters one of the seven great “I am” statements: 
“I am the bread of life.” In other words, this bread from 
heaven is here before you, and I am with you always to 
provide it.


It is important to know that the gospel of John is 
structured around the seven “I am” statements and 
seven “signs” that reveal the glory of God.  The sign of 
the feeding of the multitude in the wilderness, and the 
“I am the bread of life” statement addresses the 

universal need to satisfy some insatiable appetites and 
desires.  


It is the hunger for wholeness, the desire for 
contentment, the longing for forgiveness, the need for 
belonging, the hope for fulfillment that we all spend so 
much time feeding with the wrong food, that Jesus 
redirects the crowds to himself by saying something 
rather outrageous:  “Consume me, and those appetites 
and desires for wholeness, contentment, forgiveness, 
belonging and fulfillment will all be satisfied.” He says, 
“You will never be hungry, and you will never be 
thirsty.”  


It’s all a rather strong claim. Really?  Never hungry? 
Never thirsty?


Well if that’s true then, “Give us this bread always.”


At the risk of reducing the incarnation down to the level 
of another product that we consume, Jesus is offering 
himself as a source of nourishment that is broken and 
made whole again, that is consumed and made 
available again, that is destroyed and raised up again.  
Mastercard and Visa are right, “there’s some things that 
money can’t buy.” What they fail to tell us is where to 
find those things.  So you come to church to hear the 
preacher say it is in Jesus - the bread that has come 
down from heaven: that is where we find life.


If that’s not enough, we, like the crowds need a sign.  
So here’s the wonder.  As we celebrate the sacrament 
this morning, we recall the great moment of God’s 
glory revealed: the death and resurrection of Christ, 
and we receive a small piece of bread.  It is a small and 
underwhelming wafer representing Christ’s broken and 



resurrected body. In our empty 
hands we receive it, we say 
“Amen”, and we consume it.  
But here’s the real wonder: 
there’s more to go around for 
everyone.  Not just today, but 
tomorrow.  Not just for us, but 
for all people.  It’s a bread that 
can never be consumed.  It’s a 

body that can never be destroyed. And it’s those 
qualities that allow this bread to satisfy our hunger for 
contentment, and our thirst for wholeness.  


What a joy that we have one another to remind us 
where to find this bread.  So when I forget, you can 
point me; and when you forget, others can point you in 
the right direction. That’s what we are for one another: 
signposts to the bread of life that we may not suffer 
hunger or thirst; and we might not toil in vain; and we 
might not die in the wilderness not knowing that our 
eternal bread was always here.


Each of has a role to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, as the 
apostle Paul writes in our first reading.  This pandemic 
has been clear opportunity to demonstrate that for us 
at St. John’s.  


So we have Rod and Colleen Murray who have worked 
faithfully and joyfully to help us pivot all of our liturgies 
online, discovered and taught us about Switcher studio 
software to make our services attractive and seamless 
for people participating from home, promoted our choir 
and our events with constant engaging and attractive 
posts on social media, and worked on our visioning 
team, Parish Council, Volunteer Choir, and Technology 

Team.  It is for these things and countless others that 
Bishop Susan is admitting them both to the Order of 
Niagara next month.


And we have Chris Houston who has faithfully guided 
and inspired a team of people to help the bishop 
launch the Niagara School for Missional Leadership.  A 
school that is a result of the diocesan Mission Action 
Plan to help equip clergy and lay leaders across the 
diocese and elsewhere in the communion to lead the 
church in this next generation. It is for those things and 
countless others, including a lifetime of dedicated 
prayer and study in the church across Canada, that 
Bishop Susan is admitting Chris to the Order of 
Niagara next month.


Not one, not two, but three people from St. John’s are 
receiving the Order of Niagara on September 19th for 
their faithfulness during the pandemic and throughout 
their lives.  That is quite exceptional.  Join me in 
offering congratulations and sincere thanks to Chris, 
Colleen and Rod for their leadership in our midst.


Chris, Colleen, and Rod, you are signposts for us on 
the journey of faith to point us to the bread of life, and 
we thank you for that, and I pray that we all might find 
ourselves labouring with you, exercising our own gifts 
to build up the body of Christ, that others might also 
learn to feed on the bread from heaven.
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